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Our goal for today :- 
What are we discovering today: 

1. CORE COURSE 5 (CC 5): CONTEMPORARY INDIA AND EDUCATION
2. Module 1 - Unit 2. Addressing Inequality of Indian society: Nature, 

Challenges and Role of Education
3. a) Stratification of Indian Society with reference to Caste, Class and 

Gender.

 c) Role of Education with respect to addressing the needs of stratified  ( Caste) 
and marginalized groups



Objectives for today’s session
● To understand the inequalities in Indian Society.
●  To define stratification 
● To examine the features of stratification
● To distinguish between closed and open stratified societies 
● To classify the types of stratification
● To analyses the different illustration from multimedia in understanding the 

consequences of stratification
● To infer the role of education and teacher in addressing the challenges of a 

stratified society 
● To understand the implications for education in coping with Inequality 



Social Stratification: Survey 
The inequality  of status and prestige is  marked feature 
of a stratified society.

In the results of above survey we too tend to rank jobs in 
different status - In a state of nationwide sample of adult was 
asked to rate ninety occupations in accordance with prestige 
associated with each occupation. The ‘physician’ had the 
highest prestige and shoe shiner, the lowest. In between 
them were other occupation like clerical and sale occupation 
etc.

Do reflect : During COVID 19 pandemic , suddenly though 
some jobs were applauded more than others - survey





Gully Boy song ‘Doori’: A hard-hitting track on social 
stratification

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QPGmwRNkffc


Is stratification a new 
concept ?
Its ancient, modern , 
seems almost 
timeless

Its an ancient social phenomenon 

Ancient Greece, Eygpt, India, Europe 
- witnessed stratification from ancient 
times 

Its modern, contemporary : 
example of KEM doctor - exploited on 
basis of caste, 



Why is it NOT Biological but  Social ??

Stratification and its ways are 
a matter of social customs and 
conditioning. It is not inborn - 
the unequal sharing of the 
priviliges and resources 

TITANIC movie - let’s go 
beyond the fairy tale love story 
to the reality of class 
stratification - The ship like our 
world stratified  -space , 
accomodations, food, clothes , 
service even lifeboats stratified..

Rich/poorhigh/ Low?My position?



Hierarchy of Social groups 
As exemplified by caste, social stratification involves a hierarchy of social groups. 
Members of a particular group have common identity, like interests, and similar 
life-style. 

They enjoy or suffer from the unequal distribution of rewards in societies as 
members of different social groups.



Types of Stratified Societies 
CLOSED 

1. ASCRIBED STATUS
2. STATUS BASED ON BIRTH, CASTE, 

RELIGION, GENDER 
3. NO SOCIAL MOBILITY

Dr. Ambedkar - Father of Inida’s Constitution 
still carries the label of Dalit.

 

OPEN

1. ACHIEVED STATUS 
2. STATUS BASED ON MERITOCRACY 
3. SOCIAL MOBILITY is important feature

The former CEO of Starbucks spent his 
childhood in a subsidized housing complex for the 
poor in Brooklyn. People like Steve Jobs, Ed 
Sheeran, Selena Gomez, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Shahid Khan, J.K. Rowling, and Ralph 
Lauren all came from a humble background. 
Being poor doesn’t stop them from 
chasing their dreams and pursuing 
success.



Social Stratification affects generations and societies 





Stratification 
The situation in which the economic goods in a 
society are distributed unevenly among different 
groups or categories of people



Definitions of Social Stratification
1. Ogburn and Nimkoff: • ‘The process by which individuals and groups are 
ranked in more or less enduring hierarchy of status is known as stratification” 

• 2. Lundberg: • “A stratified society is one marked by inequality, by differences 
among people that are evaluated by them as being “lower” and “higher”. 

• 3. Gisbert: • “Social stratification is the division of society into permanent groups 
of categories linked with each other by the relationship of superiority and 
subordinations”.



Definitions of Social Stratification
4. Williams: • Social Stratification refers to “The ranking of individuals on a scale of 
superiority-inferiority-equality, according to some commonly accepted basis of 
valuation. • 

5. Raymond W. Murray: • Social stratification is vertical  division of society into 
“higher” and “lower” social units.” • 

6. Melvin M Tumin: • “Social stratification refers to “arrangement of any social 
group or society into hierarchy of positions that are unequal with regard to 
power, property, social evaluation and psychic gratification”.



Types of Stratifications:

The following types of social stratification have been known to exist:

 i) the age-set system

 ii) slave system, 

I iii) estate system,

 iv) caste system, 

v) class system, 

and vi) racelethnic system.





Case Studies in India 

A random sampling of headlines in mainstream Indian newspapers tells their story: "Dalit 
boy beaten to death for plucking flowers"; "Dalit tortured by cops for three days"; "Dalit 
'witch' paraded naked in Bihar"; "Dalit killed in lock-up at Kurnool"; "7 Dalits burnt alive in 
caste clash"; "5 Dalits lynched in Haryana"; "Dalit woman gang-raped, paraded naked"; 
"Police egged on mob to lynch Dalits".

"Dalits are not allowed to drink from the same wells, attend the same temples, wear shoes in the 
presence of an upper caste, or drink from the same cups in tea stalls," said Smita Narula, a senior 
researcher with Human Rights Watch, and author of Broken People: Caste Violence Against India's 
"Untouchables." 

A 42-year-old Dalit woman was gang-raped and then burnt alive after she, her husband, and two sons 
had been held in captivity and tortured for eight days. Her crime? Another son had eloped with the 
daughter of the higher-caste family doing the torturing. The local police knew the Dalit family was being 
held, but did nothing because of the higher-caste family's local influence.

https://www.hrw.org/donate-now?ea.tracking.id=ED2017EVSCbg&msclkid=8bbf39a9c5fa16640d4062bf1d02a5ba&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Search%20-%20Brand&utm_term=human%20rights%20watch&utm_content=HRW%20Brand%20-%20Exact%20Match
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-People-Violence-Against-Untouchables/dp/1564322289
https://www.amazon.com/Broken-People-Violence-Against-Untouchables/dp/1564322289






Meaning of the Caste System 
The word caste derived from the Spanish and Portuguese “casta”, means “race, 
lineage, or breed”. 

According to Anderson and Parker, “Caste is that extreme form of social class 
organization in which the position of individuals in the status hierarchy is determined 
by descent and birth.”

Caste systems are closed stratification systems in which people can do little or 
nothing to change their social standing. A caste system is one in which people are 
born into their social standing and will remain in it their whole lives. People are 
assigned occupations regardless of their talents, interests, or potential. There are 
virtually no opportunities to improve a person's social position.



Characteristics of Caste System 

● Segmental Division 
● Hierarchy System 
● Endogamy 
● Hereditary Status & Hereditary Occupation
● Social Segregation 
● Disabilities & Privileges  



Video#1 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ieNrv8I0YGZJcBi4_GRsIrmDUCBqcAXU/preview


Reflection Time !!!

❖ What was the root of caste the discrimination in the video ? 
❖ Why were the atrocities borne by the people? 



Video #2

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WnzTK_cky_IX_yBSGswFEROQg1HyMQ63/preview


Reflection Time !!!

❖ How was Dr Ambedkar treated on the basis of Caste 
system? 

❖ How would you feel if you were denied the right to live 
with dignity ? 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1S_sM3CxlRUXtCLpjCEoa21XSd6dvZ62z/preview


Time to Take Action !!

What was the story of the girl ? 

What are your views on the discrimation faced by her ? 

What would you do if you were in her place?? 



Struggle for Justice !!!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Uu9hO9sI940lbYh_M3ufYKSsBVskqFDg/preview


Causes of Caste System 

❖ Retain hereditary based profession 
❖ A desire to gain power 
❖ Feel superior over others 
❖ Social Inequality 
❖ Need for financial, economic and social security
❖ Limiting marriage and future generations within closed 

sects 
❖ Sense of Caste Prestige 
❖ Reservation Policy 



Understanding Effects of Caste System - A Song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukW8tFc9OR4



Effects of Caste System 
● Lack of Freedom among people
● Undemocratic Imposition 
● Prevalence of social inequality & untouchability 
● Drastic impact in equality of Economic conditions
● Lack of professional and business opportunities 
● Rigidity in society rules
● Restricted social growth 
● A threat to general peace and society stability 





BREAK OUT TIME
ROLE OF EDUCATION IN 

ADDRESSING CHALLENGES OF 
STRATIFICATION(CASTE)



LET’S SHARE OUR IDEAS 




